CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT FACTS

Few rights are more important in a democracy than the right to vote.  The 15th amendment made it illegal for states to prevent someone from voting because of race, color or creed.  In spite of the 15th amendment, southern leaders used a variety of strategies to keep African Americans from voting.  Some examples were:

LITERACY TESTS:  African Americans had to prove they could read and write in order to vote. 
POLL TAX:  African Americans were required to pay money to vote.  

STARK TERROR:  Many African Americans who attempted to vote were beat, tortured and murdered.  Others were fired from their jobs and evicted from their homes.

Civil rights organizations worked to focus national attention on this injustice in the hopes that U.S. leaders would pass legislation to protect African Americans’ right to vote.  These organizations were:
SCLC- The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, founded in 1957, was an organization of ministers that coordinated civil rights campaigns.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. became its first president.

CORE-The Congress of Racial Equality was a northern group founded by James Farmer in 1942.

SNCC-The Student Non- violent Coordinating Committee was founded in 1960 by college students.  They used the strategy of organized, non violent protests and demonstrations.  Dr. King was their advisor.

NAACP-The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, founded in 1909, uses the legal system to fight for the rights of African Americans.

Members of these organizations worked to win the right to vote for African Americans across the South.  In 1965, activists invited Dr. King and other members of SCLC to help out in Alabama.  They wanted to pressure President Lyndon Johnson and Congress to pass a comprehensive voting rights act.  Voter registration activities were held in cities and towns all over the state, but Selma was the focal point. When police killed Jimmie Lee Jackson, for trying to protect his mother during a march in Marion, Alabama, activists decided to march from Selma to Montgomery.  
Predict:  What will probably happen?  Why?
